
Executive Council Meeting 
Ramkota Inn Pierre, SD 

1312015 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:05 In Attendance Cindy Johnson, Doug Mahanke, Carol Pipgras, 
John Ewart, Thez Langbehn, Mike Dykstra, Paul Alyward, Bill Maher, Steve Riswold, Keith 
Morell, and Gary Young. Guest were Mike Miles and Rich Skorheim. 
 
Discussed the  National Meeting, topics were the ball for women and youth slowpitch, umpire 
manual and a rule book for umpires, youth can borrow by their age if individual registered. 
 
Discussed the by-law on hearings, also increasing the hearing board to make it no less than 3 and 
no more than 5. Still in discussion with NO on whether we can accept local herings as a state 
penalty. 
 
Discussed the Nationals in SD for 2015; JO Slow in Watertown, JO Fast in Sioux Falls, Men’s 
E/Rec in Rapid City; and 2016; Men’s E/Rec, Women’s C & D in Sioux Falls as well as an 
ASA/USA in Sioux Falls..  
 
Sioux Falls will host a youth qualifier. 
 
Discussion on checks given to each entities. Notes from the executive meeting from ’14 said a 
dollar per team goes to Hall of Fame and the General Council notes said 50 cents to be matched 
by state association. After discussing it was agreed that we went with the General Council 
minutes. I rewrote checks before leaving Pierre.  
 
Mike reported 11 nominations for the Hall of Fame. They dismissed one. Banquet will be at 
Downtown Holiday Inn for 2015 and in Mitchell in 2016.  
 
 
Scholarship numbers are about the same, up or down about 10 a year with average around 90. 
Will keep picking up to 17 recipients. Sioux Falls People for Youth are still in for $2500 a year.  
 
Cindy Johnson reported that women’s slow pitch state is down a few teams. They tournaments 
will be set at their meetings. 
 
Carol said youth fast pitch state up again last year. Sioux Falls will host a territorial for the first 
time this summer. Not sure what to expect.  
 
Thez gave her reported and announced that she would be retiring for Co-ed deputy at the end of 
2015. She has an outstanding check, but the address we have for the guy is not valid. Mike said 
he would see if he could locate the writer. 
 
Doug talked about his sponsors, Budweiser and Dudley. He thought both were still onboard. 
Dudley has been generous with the balls and he sells them at state with proceeds going to HoF. 
 



John has his tournaments for Big Ball scheduled for the last 2 weekend of August. Numbers 
seem to be holding.  
 
Umpire school is in Aberdeen April 18th and 19th. 13 umpires are going to the UIC clinic in OKC 
in February. Some of the entities have helped with cost. John Marquardt has been named as UIC 
in Yankton area. Rochester is hosting a national school April 10-12th.  
 
Reviewed the scholarship statements for Wells Fargo. With the market up, so are the results. 
Financial statement was a preliminary as still waiting for checks from some association. 
Numbers are down unless all leagues get their registration or payments in.  
 
Sending rule and scorebooks home with those who will take to all major cities except maybe 
Yankton.  
 
Discussed the cost of webpage. We just do not have enough advertisers to make profits, but what 
we do have pays for most of the yearly cost. Mike Miles made a presentation on a new look. 
Discussed newsletters, face book, twitter, and others. Encourage each entity to advantage of the 
web and face book.  
 
Discussed insurance, travel insurance has been paid for 66, if anyone needs to be added let me 
know. Claims for individual insurance seemed to be down for the year.  
 
Did sign SD ASA up for online registration for a year to see how it goes. Also ASA developed a 
excel spreadsheet for leagues, umpire, background checks, and individual registration. Had 
leagues asking for it, hope it is successful as I have forwarded to the leagues. 
 
No disqualification hearings. Discussed sponsorships for a short minute.  
 
Went into executive session at 10:55. Came out at 11:15.  
 
Travis Young was named Men’s Fastpitch Deputy and Keith Morell is permanent Player Rep. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Gary Young 
 
   
 
 

 


